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VERTEX is an initiative of the There isn’t one path
Dubugue Community School District
designed to help students discover to a student’s success

where their interests and future
possibilities intersect - all to help
them reach the highest point of their

individual journey to success. direction — UP!

VERTEX is designed around a core
principle that career and college
readiness is about more than just
one experience. We believe that to
best serve our students, it is our
responsibility to help them see the
vast possibilities before them. This
process begins in middle school
and continues through high school
- always looking at providing
experiences that get progressively
deeper over time, moving through VE RTEX
three key areas of awareness, INITIATIVE
exploration and application.

but there is one

PROGRAMS AND PARTNERS

VERTEX brings together a variety of current Dubugue Community School District programs that connect students with
employers in real-world work experiences including:

WORK-BASED oy Transifion i SUMMIT
LEARNING jrrsiavdy HEQRT Allance program PROGRAM PROGRAM
PROGRAM PROGRAM (TAP)

The district also works closely with many partners to bolster career and college exploration including:

- Career Learning Link in partnership with Northeast lowa Community College
« Tech WORKS in partnership with Dubuque Area Labor Management Council
- Greater Dubuque Development Corporation

- City of Dubuque

- lowa Vocational Rehabilitation

R Learn more about the VERTEX Initiative at: www.dbqgschools.org/vertex
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CAREER EXPLORATION

Today’s world is made
up of endless career
possibilities and each year,

To help students explore their career options and chart their education plans, career
information is organized in the following framework:

jobs are even created

that don’t currently exist.
That’s why it’s our goal to
help you explore career

i

CAREER
SERVICE AREAS

Six Career Service Areas help students visualize careers in broad categories.

In lowa, the areas are:

* Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
* Applied Science, Technology, Engineering and Manufacturing
* Business, Finance, Marketing and Management

* Health Sciences
* Human Services
* Information Solutions

possibilities, align them

with your interests and afg
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The six service areas are broken down into 16 Career Clusters. Each cluster

skills, and start down your Tk represents a group of careers that require similar knowledge and skill sets. Career

individual path to success. CAREER clusters are a great tool for organizing career options and help give students a
CLUSTERS guide for the things to consider when exploring pathways and occupations.

As a district, we align

our career exploration The 16 career clusters are further broken down into 72 Career Pathways. Each

program with the Future pathway represents a group of occupations that focus on a specialty within

Ready lowa initiative. CAREER the cluster. Career pathways provide students detailed information about the

That means we start with PATHWAYS knowledge and skills needed to pursue occupations within the pathway.

a broad view of career
options and provide

you with the tools and
resources to go deeper as
your interest grows.
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OCCUPATIONS

With endless career options, students are able to discover occupations that
match their interests and skills. The career exploration resources and tools used
by students will help them identify their occupational goals, plan for necessary

training and education, and prepare them for success after high school.

R Check out the career clusters organized by career service area at: www.dbgqgschools.org/career-exploration

COLLEGE REQUIREMENT INFO

Your counselor is an excellent
resource to help you explore your
college and scholarship options.
It is important to note that having
completed all DCSD graduation
requirements does not guarantee
admission to a student’s college
of choice. It is ultimately the
responsibility of each student
and parent to ensure that a
student’s course selections meet
the requirements of colleges and
scholarships of interest.

All four-year colleges and universities
have designated course requirements
for admission. However, you should
expect some variations in entrance
requirements among the thousands
of colleges and universities across
the nation. Students and parents
should always consult the college/
university admission counselors to
determine expectations.

Many colleges expect students to
have had four years of English, three
years of Math (Algebra |, Geometry
and Algebra II), three years of
Science (many require two years of
laboratory experience), three years of
Social Studies, and two years of the

= same World Language.
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Some colleges with a two-year World
Language entrance requirement

will allow students to meet an
additional college exit requirement if
the student successfully completes
all four years of the same World
Language in high school.

Students who are interested in
applying to one or more of lowa's
public universities (lowa State
University, University of lowa and
University of Northern lowa) are
encouraged to visit the lowa Board
of Regents website for admission
requirements for lowa high school
students.

R Go to www.iowaregents.edu/RAl
for information on the Regent
Admission Index (RAI) used to
calculate automatic admission
for lowa high school graduates
to lowa State University,
University of lowa and University
of Northern lowa. Also see the
listing of required high school
courses for each of the three
universities.

In addition to the number of

core courses taken, ACT or SAT
scores, class rank, and grade point
average (GPA) are also taken into
consideration for admission to post-
secondary institutions. Unofficial
ACT scores may be posted on the
DCSD transcript; however, it is the
responsibility of the student/parent
to provide official ACT, SAT, or other
standardized testing scores to post-
secondary institutions.

NCAA approval for courses should
be taken into consideration by
students anticipating participation in
intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA
Division | or Division Il institution in
the future. Your school counselor
can be a resource for this as well;
however, it is the responsibility of
the student and parents to ensure
all requirements are met for NCAA
eligibility. You may find it helpful to
consult the NCAA website (www.
ncaaeligibilitycenter.org).

The decision about your educational
path beyond high school is
important. Begin early and use

all available resources to make a
decision that’s right for you.



