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DAY 1
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WEATHER
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Learning Activity: 
Art Art
  Create your own emoji faces and label their mood. 

Curious 
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Learning Activity: 
Music

SSnnooww  DDaayy!!  
To Do:  Read the poem, “Snow Day!”, clapping, tapping a pencil,  or patting 
your knees to the beat. 

Poem: 
It snowed, it snowed  a lot last night,         

I’m going out to play!     
There is no school, I get to have     

a great big fun snow day! 

To Do:  Draw a picture to show how you would spend a Snow Day. 

Music 
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Learning Activity: 
Wellness
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Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Reading 

ELA Reading  
 
Read the following story and answer the questions below. 
 
“Do you hear that wind?” said Alex. “The newspaper said this storm might set a 

record! It could be the biggest in ten years!” “Oh, no way. It’ll probably be just a 

few snowflakes,” said Alex’s sister Sally. She went back to playing. This put Alex in 

a bad mood. Alex was the youngest of five siblings, and he never felt like his 

brothers and sisters were thankful for what he did. 
 

“Alex is right,” said Papa. “Alex, go to old Mr. Olson’s before the snow really 

starts falling and help him get his cows in the barn.” Alex ran down the lane to 

Mr. Olson’s house where he found the old farmer having a hard time opening 

the door. “I need to open this so I can get the cows in,” Mr. Olson said. 
 

Alex ran to the shed where Mr. Olson kept his tools. He found a screwdriver and 

took it to Mr. Olson. After lots of tries, the door opened. The cows mooed as if in 

thanks. “Thanks for your help, Alex,” said Mr. Olson. He gave Alex a present, a 

little carved wooden cow. Alex ran home, feeling proud, just as the snow started 

to fall. 

 
1. Using the context clues, circle the correct meaning for the word “record”: 

a) To write down 
b) A disk with sounds copied on it 
c) The most of something 

 
2. Using the context clues, circle the correct meaning for the word 

“present”: 
a) Right now, current 
b) A gift 
c) To show others  
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ELA Reading 

Read the following story and answer the questions below. 

“Do you hear that wind?” said Alex. “The newspaper said this storm might set a 

record! It could be the biggest in ten years!” “Oh, no way. It’ll probably be just a 

few snowflakes,” said Alex’s sister Sally. She went back to playing. This put Alex in 

a bad mood. Alex was the youngest of five siblings, and he never felt like his 

brothers and sisters were thankful for what he did. 

“Alex is right,” said Papa. “Alex, go to old Mr. Olson’s before the snow really 

starts falling and help him get his cows in the barn.” Alex ran down the lane to 

Mr. Olson’s house where he found the old farmer having a hard time opening 

the door. “I need to open this so I can get the cows in,” Mr. Olson said. 

Alex ran to the shed where Mr. Olson kept his tools. He found a screwdriver and 

took it to Mr. Olson. After lots of tries, the door opened. The cows mooed as if in 

thanks. “Thanks for your help, Alex,” said Mr. Olson. He gave Alex a present, a 

little carved wooden cow. Alex ran home, feeling proud, just as the snow started 

to fall. 

1. Find “present” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you
determine the meaning of “present”.

2. Using the context clues, what does the word “present” mean?

3. Find “record” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you
determine the meaning of “record”.

4. Using the context clues, what does the word “record” mean?

Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Reading

N
am

e

5 10 15 20 25

W
or

d 
Co

un
t: 

27
5 

 

Th
e 

Bi
g 

Sn
ow

 

Th
er

e 
w

er
e 

m
an

y 
fa

ct
or

s t
ha

t c
au

se
d 

th
e 

st
or

m
 in

 M
in

ne
so

ta
 

th
at

 y
ea

r. 
So

m
e 

sa
id

 it
 w

as
 th

e 
co

ld
 w

in
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

no
rt

h 
th

at
 b

ro
ug

ht
 

th
e 

sn
ow

, a
nd

 o
th

er
s s

ai
d 

it 
w

as
 th

e 
m

oi
st

 w
ea

th
er

 fr
om

 th
e 

ea
st

. T
he

 
tr

ut
h 

is,
 it

 w
as

 b
ot

h.
“D

o 
yo

u 
he

ar
 th

at
 w

in
d?

” s
ai

d 
A

lv
in

. “
Th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 sa
id

 th
is 

st
or

m
 m

ig
ht

 se
t a

 re
co

rd
! I

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
th

e 
bi

gg
es

t i
n 

te
n 

ye
ar

s!”
 

“O
h,

 yo
u 

ex
ag

ge
ra

te
. I

t’l
l p

ro
ba

bl
y 

be
 ju

st 
a f

ew
 sn

ow
fla

ke
s,”

 sa
id

 
A

lv
in

’s 
sis

te
r E

liz
a. 

Sh
e w

en
t b

ac
k 

to
 te

nd
in

g 
a p

ot
 o

ve
r t

he
 so

ot
y 

fir
e. 

Th
is 

pu
t A

lv
in

 in
 a

 b
ad

 m
oo

d.
 A

lv
in

 w
as

 th
e 

yo
un

ge
st

 o
f f

iv
e 

sib
lin

gs
, a

nd
 h

e 
ra

re
ly

 fe
lt 

lik
e 

hi
s b

ro
th

er
s a

nd
 si

st
er

s a
pp

re
ci

at
ed

 
an

yt
hi

ng
 h

e 
di

d.
“A

lv
in

 is
 co

rr
ec

t,”
 sa

id
 P

ap
a. 

“A
lv

in
, g

o 
to

 o
ld

 M
r. 

O
lso

n’s
 b

ef
or

e t
he

 
sn

ow
 re

al
ly

 st
ar

ts 
fa

lli
ng

 an
d 

he
lp

 h
im

 ge
t h

is 
co

w
s s

ec
ur

e i
n 

th
e b

ar
n.

”
A

lv
in

 ra
n 

do
w

n 
th

e 
la

ne
 to

 M
r. 

O
lso

n’
s b

lu
e 

ho
us

e 
w

he
re

 h
e 

fo
un

d 
th

e 
ol

d 
fa

rm
er

 st
ru

gg
lin

g 
w

ith
 a

 fr
oz

en
 la

tc
h 

on
 th

e 
ba

rn
 d

oo
r. 

“I
 n

ee
d 

to
 o

pe
n 

th
is 

so
 I 

ca
n 

ge
t t

he
 co

w
s i

n,
” M

r. 
O

lso
n 

sa
id

.
A

lv
in

 k
ne

w
 w

ha
t t

o 
do

. H
e 

ra
n 

to
 th

e 
sh

ed
 w

he
re

 M
r. 

O
lso

n 
ke

pt
 h

is 
to

ol
s. 

St
an

di
ng

 o
n 

a 
fo

ot
st

oo
l, 

he
 re

ac
he

d 
fo

r t
he

 sc
re

w
dr

iv
er

 
on

 a
 h

ig
h 

sh
el

f. 
H

e 
br

ou
gh

t i
t t

o 
M

r. 
O

lso
n.

A
fte

r s
om

e 
st

ru
gg

le
 w

ith
 th

e 
sc

re
w

dr
iv

er
 a

nd
 la

tc
h,

 th
e 

cr
oo

ke
d 

do
or

 fi
na

lly
 o

pe
ne

d.
 T

he
 co

w
s m

oo
ed

 a
nd

 st
om

pe
d 

th
ei

r h
oo

ve
s a

s i
f 

in
 th

an
ks

.
“I

 a
pp

re
ci

at
e 

yo
ur

 h
el

p,
 A

lv
in

,” 
sa

id
 M

r. 
O

lso
n.

 H
e 

ga
ve

 A
lv

in
 a

 
pr

es
en

t, 
a 

lit
tle

 c
ar

ve
d 

w
oo

de
n 

co
w.

 A
lv

in
 ra

n 
ho

m
e,

 fe
el

in
g 

pr
ou

d,
 

ju
st

 a
s t

he
 sn

ow
 st

ar
te

d 
to

 fa
ll.

 

Fl
ue

nc
y 

 
7.

11

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

pa
ny

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

G
ra

de
 3

Pr
in

ta
bl

e
A

D
A

PT
ED

 F
RO

M



DAY 1  |  PAGE 7

ELA Reading 

Read the following story and answer the questions below. 

There were many factors that caused the storm in Minnesota that year. Some 
said it was the cold wind from the north that brought the snow, and others said it 
was the moist weather from the east. The truth is, it was both. “Do you hear that 
wind?” said Alvin. “The newspaper said this storm might set a record! It could be 
the biggest in ten years!” “Oh, you exaggerate. It’ll probably be just a few 
snowflakes,” said Alvin’s sister Eliza. She went back to tending a pot over the 
sooty fire. This put Alvin in a bad mood. Alvin was the youngest of five siblings, 
and he rarely felt like his brothers and sisters appreciated anything he did. “Alvin 
is correct,” said Papa. “Alvin, go to old Mr. Olson’s before the snow really starts 
falling and help him get his cows secure in the barn.” Alvin ran down the lane to 
Mr. Olson’s blue house where he found the old farmer struggling with a frozen 
latch on the barn door. “I need to open this so I can get the cows in,” Mr. Olson 
said. Alvin knew what to do. He ran to the shed where Mr. Olson kept his tools. 
Standing on a footstool, he reached for the screwdriver on a high shelf. He 
brought it to Mr. Olson. After some struggle with the screwdriver and latch, the 
crooked door finally opened. The cows mooed and stomped their hooves as if 
in thanks. “I appreciate your help, Alvin,” said Mr. Olson. He gave Alvin a 
present, a little carved wooden cow. Alvin ran home, feeling proud, just as the 
snow started to fall. 

1. Find “exaggerate” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you
determine the meaning.

2. Using the context clues, what does “exaggerate” mean?

3. Find “present” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you
determine the meaning of present.

4. Using the context clues, what does “present” mean?

Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Reading
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ELA Reading 
Read the following story and answer the questions below. 
There were many factors that caused the storm in Minnesota that year. Some 
said it was the cold wind from the north that brought the snow, and others said it 
was the moist weather from the east. The truth is, it was both. “Do you hear that 
wind?” said Alvin. “The newspaper said this storm might set a record! It could be 
the biggest in ten years!” “Oh, you exaggerate. It’ll probably be just a few 
snowflakes,” said Alvin’s sister Eliza. She went back to tending a pot over the 
sooty fire. This put Alvin in a bad mood. Alvin was the youngest of five siblings, 
and he rarely felt like his brothers and sisters appreciated anything he did. “Alvin 
is correct,” said Papa. “Alvin, go to old Mr. Olson’s before the snow really starts 
falling and help him get his cows secure in the barn.” Alvin ran down the lane to 
Mr. Olson’s blue house where he found the old farmer struggling with a frozen 
latch on the barn door. “I need to open this so I can get the cows in,” Mr. Olson 
said. Alvin knew what to do. He ran to the shed where Mr. Olson kept his tools. 
Standing on a footstool, he reached for the screwdriver on a high shelf. He 
brought it to Mr. Olson. After some struggle with the screwdriver and latch, the 
crooked door finally opened. The cows mooed and stomped their hooves as if 
in thanks. “I appreciate your help, Alvin,” said Mr. Olson. He gave Alvin a 
present, a little carved wooden cow. Alvin ran home, feeling proud, just as the 
snow started to fall. 

1. Find “exaggerate” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you
determine the meaning.

2. Using the context clues, what does “exaggerate” mean?

3. Now write your own sentence using the word “exaggerate”. Make sure to
include context clues.

4. Find “present” in the story. Underline the context clues that help you determine
the meaning of present.

5. Using the context clues, what does “present” mean?

6. Now write your own sentence using the word “present”. Make sure to include
context clues.

 
ELA Vocabulary  
 

Rules for Capitalizing Titles 
1. Always capitalize the first and last words of the title 
2. Always capitalize nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, and adverbs. 
3. Always capitalize other words in the title that are more than four letters 

long. 
 

Use 3 lines to underline the words that need to be capitalized in the following 
book titles.  

 

1. what is today’s weather? 

 

2. how does weather change?  

 

3. groundhog weather school 

 

4. can lightning strike the same place twice?  

 

5. shouting at the rain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Reading
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ELA Vocabulary  
 

Rules for Capitalizing Titles 
1. Always capitalize the first and last words of the title 
2. Always capitalize nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, and adverbs. 
3. Always capitalize other words in the title that are more than four letters 

long. 
 

Use 3 lines to underline the words that need to be capitalized in the following 
book titles.  

 

1. what is today’s weather? 

 

2. how does weather change?  

 

3. groundhog weather school 

 

4. can lightning strike the same place twice?  

 

5. shouting at the rain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Vocabulary
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ELA Vocabulary 

Rules for Capitalizing Titles 
1. Always capitalize the first and last words of the title
2. Always capitalize nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, and adverbs.
3. Always capitalize other words in the title that are more than four letters

long.

Rewrite each of the following book titles with the correct words capitalized. 

1. what is today’s weather?

2. how does weather change?

3. groundhog weather school

4. can lightning strike the same place twice?

5. shouting at the rain

Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Vocabulary
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Learning Activity: 
Language Arts Vocabulary

ELA Vocabulary 

Rules for Capitalizing Titles 
1. Always capitalize the first and last words of the title
2. Always capitalize nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, and adverbs.
3. Always capitalize other words in the title that are more than four letters

long.
Rewrite each of the following book titles with the correct words capitalized. 

1. what is today’s weather?

2. how does weather change?

3. groundhog weather school

4. can lightning strike the same place twice?

5. shouting at the rain

Now come up with 3 of your own book titles about weather and capitalize them 
correctly. 

1. 

2. 

3.
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Learning Activity: 
Math (Set 1)
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Learning Activity: 
Math (Set 2)
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Learning Activity: 
Math (Set 2)
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Learning Activity: 
Science

Science 
Look at the tray of items below. Circle the items that are magnetic (attracted to 
the magnet).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw or write one additional item that would be attracted to the magnet and 
one that would not.  

Magnetic Not Magnetic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Choose one item that you circled from the tray at the top and explain how you 
know it is magnetic.  

 

  

    

 
   



PAGE 16  |  DAY 1

Learning Activity: 
Social Studies

Social Studies 

Read the passage below and answer the questions.  

Global Banana Split 
Milk comes from a farm in Akron, Ohio. Cows live here. The cows are milked. The 
milk is put in big metal bins. Then the milk goes to Mary’s Dairy Products in 
Columbus, Ohio. At Marty’s, the milk is heated up and made safe to drink. The 
milk is put back on the cold truck. Next, the milk goes to The Dairy Dream 
Company. It is in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The milk is made into whipped cream 
and ice cream. The whipped cream and ice cream can now be sent to stores. 
Some of each goes to the ice cream shop. They are ready to make a banana 
split! 

Stage 1: 
Akron, Ohio 

Stage 2: 
Columbus, Ohio 

Stage 3: 
Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 

Stage 4: 
Local Ice Cream 

Shop 
What happens 

here? 
What happens 

here? 
What happens 

here? 
What happens 

here? 

They are used to 
make a delicious 

banana split! 
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Grade 3 Guided Writing Paper 
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Learning Activity: 
Second Step Home Link 
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(CHILD’S NAME) (DATE) (ADULT’S SIGNATURE)

Lesson 5: Identifying Others’ Feelings
Grade 3, Unit 2

What Is My Child Learning?
Your child is learning to identify other 
people’s feelings based on physical, verbal, 
and situational clues; and that people can have 
different feelings about the same situation.

Why Is It Important?
Identifying how others feel and understanding 
that feelings can differ will help children have 
empathy for others.

  Ask your child: What clues on someone’s face or body, or in the situation, would help 
you tell that the person feels embarrassed? What about excited?

Read Together
There are many different feelings. Some are comfortable, and some are uncomfortable. You can focus your 
attention on someone’s face or body and on the situation for clues about how he or she is feeling.

People can have different feelings from you about the same situation—and that’s natural! Noticing other people’s 
clues and understanding how they might be feeling will help you have empathy for them.

Practice Together: Same or Different?
1. Read the scenarios below together, and write how each of you would feel for each scenario.
2. Compare the two feelings for each situation. Check off whether you feel the same or different.
3. Are your feelings usually the same or different?  

Scenario Child Feels Adult Feels We Feel

You are getting on an elevator to go to the 
top of a very tall building.

the same

different

There is a big storm outside, and you have to 
stay home from school or work.

the same

different

You are asked to introduce a new person at 
school or work to everyone else.

the same

different

You are listening to ghost stories.
the same

different

You are invited to go to the circus.
the same

different

PRINT

Home Link 
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Why Is It Important?
Identifying how others feel and understanding 
that feelings can differ will help children have 
empathy for others.

  Ask your child: What clues on someone’s face or body, or in the situation, would help 
you tell that the person feels embarrassed? What about excited?

Read Together
There are many different feelings. Some are comfortable, and some are uncomfortable. You can focus your 
attention on someone’s face or body and on the situation for clues about how he or she is feeling.

People can have different feelings from you about the same situation—and that’s natural! Noticing other people’s 
clues and understanding how they might be feeling will help you have empathy for them.

Practice Together: Same or Different?
1. Read the scenarios below together, and write how each of you would feel for each scenario.
2. Compare the two feelings for each situation. Check off whether you feel the same or different.
3. Are your feelings usually the same or different?  
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You are getting on an elevator to go to the 
top of a very tall building.

the same
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There is a big storm outside, and you have to 
stay home from school or work.

the same

different

You are asked to introduce a new person at 
school or work to everyone else.

the same

different

You are listening to ghost stories.
the same

different

You are invited to go to the circus.
the same

different

PRINT


